
In most cases, internships for high school students don't exist. For

the lucky few that do manage to land an internship in high

school, only a few learn from the experience and it serves as a

tick on the resume. That's because there aren't programs

designed for high-school students.  

Portia, age 15, drew inspiration from her own problem to build a

business that provides virtual internships to students based in

Indonesia. By combining a virtual, project-based internship with

an educational training program, she could drastically reduce the

cost and effort for companies and provide students with "real"

world knowledge and experience. 

She pitched this idea in the Ascend Now Women's Bullpen and

won second place. But that wasn't enough. She focused on

validating her idea and then executing it, bringing InternEd to life. 

Portia Hartono
Founder and CEO, InternEd

OVERVIEW

"Students want to learn and add value to the company

they are interning at. The goal of InternEd is to build a

model where all stakeholders in the process benefits."

-Portia Hartono, Founder and CEO of InternEd
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RESEARCH
Portia's Ascend Now coach told her to validate her idea by conducting primary research. Portia

surveyed over 100 students who had tried to but never landed an internship before as well as 50

students who had done at least one internship in high school. These were the results. 

92% 71%

Actively looked for virtual

internships in 2020

Felt they didn't add any value

to during their internship

79%

Wanted to try a shorter,

virtual internship

RESULTS
Portia and her Ascend Now coach have created internships in marketing, product testing, market

research, and closed deals for internships with 12 brands. They have built a website and look to

improve the SEO score, work on brand awareness, and launch their first pilot in December. Here

are some of the brands in the pipeline. 

CONCLUSION
This is an example of how students can build businesses as long as there is a personal

connection to the problem they are trying to solve. InternEd will be launching its first pilot batch of

internships with 8 companies in December 2021. 

Website: www.interned.com (Coming soon)
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